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Running Up That Hill
Pupils celebrate cross country success

A round of applause for the Acts of Great Merit 
demonstrated by Laura, Jack, Eleni, Amy, Max and Alfie. 
These sporting superstars represented Woldgate School 
at the East Riding Cross Country Finals at Cottingham 
High with pride and put in some terrific performances. 
Laura and Jack qualified for the Humber Round in 
February, finishing 23rd and 9th respectively. 

An amazing achievement! 
Well done, Team!
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Mr Sloman writes:

Headteacher’s 
Welcome

Our school has felt very calm and purposeful this week and it has 
been lovely to visit lessons and to see our children thoroughly enjoying 

learning in engaging lessons and activities. It is also wonderful to see how 
many of our pupils are taking part in our Enrichment programme across activities 
at lunchtime, and Wednesday afternoons. If your child is not yet taking part in 
Enrichment activities and they would like to do so, they 
should speak to their Care & Achievement Coordinator.

It has also been a busy week, with our first House Enrichment Day of the year held 

on Wednesday. During the day, pupils worked in their Houses to develop an idea 

for a business. They then pitched these ideas to a panel of teachers, before going 

through to the next round. During the day, pupils gained valuable insights into 

the world of business, and discussed key ideas, concepts and processes linked to 

enterprise and business planning. Our pupils enjoyed the day, and the opportunity 

to work with pupils from other year groups. Everyone had a great time and lots of 

House Points were earnt throughout the day.

Meanwhile, on Wednesday and Thursday our Year 11 pupils focussed on their Non-

Examined Assessments in two of their GCSE subjects. Over both days, our Year 11 

pupils worked in their subject classes to develop their coursework and practical 

elements of their courses in subjects such as Product Design, Food Technology 

and Art. Pupils will have more opportunities to work on their Non-Examined 

Assessments in January and February.

I really enjoy events like these, as they are an opportunity to see how our pupils 

adapt to different routines, activities and challenges. Most of all though, it is the 

opportunity for pupils to make friends with other pupils across year groups, which 

strengthens our school community.

Mr Sloman 
Headteacher

Important Dates  
for your Diary

Thursday 17th November: 

Sixth Form Open Evening from 6pm

Tuesday 29th November: 

Bugsy Malone Musical from 7pm

Wednesday 30th November: 

Bugsy Malone Musical from 7pm 

Year 11 Woldgate Tutorial (3pm to 

4pm)

Thursday 1st December: 

Bugsy Malone Musical from 7pm

Wednesday 7th December: 

Year 13 Parents’ Evening  

(4:30pm to 7:30pm
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MUSIC

Mr Trevaskiss writes:
It was with great relief and pleasure that we were finally able to engage in public 
performances for the first time in over two years when performing at the School 
Speech Day in July. The magnificent venue of Central Hall at the University of York 
was indeed a grand and fitting setting for what was a momentous occasion. 

Congratulations to all the performers who took part in our Musical Theatre extracts from ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ 

as well the Orchestra and pupils from the Year 9 GCSE Music class. ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ is being staged at the 

West Yorkshire Playhouse in January and we are hoping to be running a trip for those involved in Musical Theatre activities 

and examination groups. 
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Also, in the summer term our 

Sixth Form rock band ‘Kingmaker’ 

represented Woldgate with distinction 

in The East Riding Battle of the Bands 

event staged at Bridlington Spa. This 

was a fantastic opportunity to perform 

in a professional setting with full sound 

and lighting. The performance was 

commended by the professional judge 

with a particular mention going to the 

excellent showmanship and energy 

and even a comparison made to the 

legendary drummer Keith Moon! 
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The hiatus that the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

brought about presented 

us with many new 

challenges at the time 

and indeed going forward 

as a Music Department. 

This September has felt 

very much like a fresh 

start as we are able 

to finally return to full 

music-making activities, 

including being able to 

sing again! Our thorough 

review of the Music 

Curriculum continued 

throughout last year and 

as well as re-establishing 

ourselves we have also 

introduced some exciting 

new ventures. Please see 

the attached overview 

of assessment in Music 

that gives the briefest of 

outlines to our curriculum 

content.

The new ‘Musical Futures’ 

programme gives every 

student the opportunity to 

learn a musical instrument 

from scratch. The basic 

principal is that whole 

classes are taught the 

Ukulele together where 

the focus is very much 

on ‘learning by doing’. So 

no books, no writing, no 

assessments, we just get 

on and try to go as far 

and as fast as we can over 

a series of two lessons. 

We then take a break by 

returning to the more 

formal learning curriculum but once the unit is complete we return to ‘Musical Futures’ and try consolidate previous skills 

and move on further. OFSTED have recently commented that “there should be time given over to informal learning where 

the emphasis is on practical music-making”. ‘Musical Futures’ perfectly allows for this. Please do take a look online. It’s 

accessible to anyone and we are working on allowing pupils to access it themselves through a license agreement.
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Our Music department is indeed starting to thrive again and we now have well over 100 students taking extra instrumental 

and vocal tuition as well as establishing a Wind Band and there will be Choir for Christmas! Anyone wishing to start 

instrumental lessons should contact their class music teacher in the first instance or come along to the Music Office in 

Thixendale Block for more information. We have vacancies in Woodwind, Strings and Brass…it’s never too late to learn!

Of course the other big deal for this term is our return to staging a full-scale Musical Theatre piece, something not possible 

for several years now.

It gives us great pleasure to announce the upcoming performances of Alan Parker’s classic

Bugsy Malone
Set in prohibition era, New York, a city full of mobsters, showgirls and dreamers. Two rival gang members Fat Sam and 

Dandy Dan are at loggerheads and there’s a love triangle between a penniless one-time boxer and all-round nice guy 

Bugsy Malone, singer Blousey Brown, and Tallulah, the star of Fat Sam’s speakeasy. Packed with instantly recognisable 

songs from Oscar winner Paul Williams, Bugsy Malone is a joyous uplifting masterclass of musical comedy.
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Other Music 
Department 

Events to look  
out for!

Thursday 15th December: 

Christmas Concert in All Saints 

Church, Pocklington 7pm

All welcome — no tickets required

Friday 16th December: 

Christmas Services in All Saints 

Church, Pocklington 7pm

Morning — for staff and pupils only.

July 2023 

London Theatre Visit.

(Keep you eyes peeled for more 

details soon)

Thoughts from Freddie, one of our Year 8 Music 
Ambassadors:

Why I enjoy music at Woldgate: 

Since coming to Woldgate I have enjoyed the music lessons, learning the piano 

and taking part in extra-curricular activities. My teachers make the lessons 

fun. There are lots of opportunities for practical work, working in groups and 

performing. My teachers also give me opportunities to try more challenging 

activities in my lessons and they are always there to help.

I also have piano lessons in school. Mrs Staveley is really encouraging and has 

helped me develop my skills. I am looking forward to taking my Grade 3 in 

December.

Before I started doing music lessons at Woldgate, I wasn’t sure music was for me, 

but that has changed. I get a great sense of achievement and well-being when I 

have practised and learnt new pieces and I now want to help others, especially 

more boys, to enjoy music, as much as I do.

And from Lily Year 8 Music Ambassador

I enjoy Music at Woldgate School because the lessons are really engaging. Both 

practical and theory work is made interesting. The musical instrument teachers are 

extremely kind, giving all pupils the chance to try something new or to progress 

on the instrument they learn. As I play the Guitar myself, I find that it helps me to 

make progress in my class music lesson. All the teachers just want the best for 

all pupils. We, as pupils, are not only given information but we learn how to work 

things out for ourselves. I enjoy the independence we are given whilst we are 

learning.
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PRESENTS
WOLDGATE SCHOOL

Tues 29 Nov — Thur 1 Dec 2022
7:30pm 

 £8.50 adults | £6 concessions

By arrangement with Faber Music Ltd on behalf of Warners/Chappell Music Ltd

Play by Alan Parker
Words and Music by Paul Williams

ON SA
LE 

NOW



PRESENTS
WOLDGATE SCHOOL

Tues 29 Nov — Thur 1 Dec 2022
7:30pm 

 £8.50 adults | £6 concessions

By arrangement with Faber Music Ltd on behalf of Warners/Chappell Music Ltd

Play by Alan Parker
Words and Music by Paul Williams

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

The Woldgate Musical is back for the first time in 5 

years with Alan Parker’s classic Bugsy Malone. Set 

in prohibition era, New York, a city full of mobsters, 

showgirls and dreamers. Two rival gang members 

Fat Sam and Dandy Dan are at loggerheads and 

there’s a love triangle between a penniless one-time 

boxer and all-round nice guy Bugsy Malone, singer 

Blousey Brown, and Tallulah, the star of Fat Sam’s 

speakeasy. Packed with instantly recognisable songs 

from Oscar winner Paul Williams, Bugsy Malone is 

a joyous uplifting masterclass of musical comedy.

BOOK TICKETS NOW

Tuesday 29th November 2022 
Click Here

Wednesday 30th November 2022 
Click Here

Thusrday 1st December 2022 
Click Here

PRESENTS
WOLDGATE SCHOOL

Tues 29 Nov — Thur 1 Dec 2022
7:30pm 

 £8.50 adults | £6 concessions

By arrangement with Faber Music Ltd on behalf of Warners/Chappell Music Ltd

Play by Alan Parker
Words and Music by Paul Williams

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bugsy-malone-tickets-445907189407
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bugsy-malone-tickets-456925495457
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bugsy-malone-tickets-456935134287


Ms Minton writes:

Lower School

Cont. Over

As we begin a new Half Term in Lower School, I feel proud of 
everything we have achieved so far. Year 7 have settled incredibly well 

into our Woldgate Community and it was a pleasure to congratulate them 
on their achievements in the final assembly of last Half Term. When I asked if they 
could all find their way around school now, they all beamed and put up their hands! 
They have done amazingly! As such, it has been lovely to celebrate with some of our 
top achievers in our Half Termly Breakfast of Champions. A huge congratulations to 
you for all of your hard work last Half Term and we hope you enjoyed your breakfast.

Alfie Isted 

Luke McTernan 

Robin Huitson 

James Tomlinson 

Noah Dean 

Lucy Scott 

Max Hubbard 

George Bowes 

Oscar Romeniuk 

Jack Faupel 

Max Burton 

Alfie Mills 

Rachael Abbott 

Jack Doherty 

Jonas Whittaker 

Scarlett O’Connor 

Amy McDonough 

Evie Twigg 
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I wish all Year 7s and parents a very happy Half Term ahead and appreciate all the ongoing support from home as we work 

towards ensuring every pupil is happy and achieving all that they are capable of.

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School

Phoebe Berry has also submitted a wonderful entry to the 

Woldgate House Poetry Competition that I wanted to share—

what a poignant poem Phoebe, thank you for your entry.
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Mr Macdonald writes:

Middle School

As well as having the privilege of seeing pupils work hard and achieve 
with their academic studies in School, it is always great to hear pupils 

achieving and developing outside of School. I am pleased to share two 
pupils in the Middle 
School today, who have 
really demonstrated ‘Great 
Character’, through their 
dedication, resilience, and 
commitment to activities 
during their time outside 
of the classroom. 

We are so pleased to hear that Noah 

has been selected to join the East 

Riding Schools Under 13s Football 

Team. Noah was invited to trials and 

impressed East Riding Schools with his 

footballing ability. This is an excellent 

achievement, and we are incredibly 

proud of you Noah. Well done, and 

best of luck! 
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One of our pupils, Fin, is (and has been) hard at work preparing for a musical 

theatre classic: Lionel Bart’s Oliver! Fin has had a passion for theatre and 

performing arts since the age of 7. The performance is at Joseph Roundtree 

Theatre, set to hit the York stage later this month from November 16th to 

26th. Fin will be part of a cast of over 90 and will be revisiting scenes never 

seen before. The preparation Fin has put into this has been significant, and we 

are incredibly proud to see Fin up on stage performing. Best of luck with the 

performance, Fin!

Mr Macdonald 
Head of Middle School
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Miss Hull writes:

Upper School

Each week we offer an array of in-school Enrichment activities both at 
lunchtimes and after-School and it is always incredibly pleasing to see 

the number of Upper School pupils who are joining enrichment clubs. 

Whether they are working towards the Bugsy Malone production, representing a school sports team or are preparing for 

Duke of Edinburgh expeditions later in the Year, there are whole host of soft skills which are being developed which will 

prepare our pupils well for later life and will help develop their ‘Character’. In addition to the many pupils who participate in 

weekly enrichment inside of school, it is always so pleasing to hear of those who are seeking out additional opportunities 

outside of school. 

Before the Half Term break, I was contacted by Pocklington Dolphins who told me about the achievements of Joseph 

(Year 10) and Jacob (Year 11) in their recent swimming competitions. Last month both Jacob and Joseph qualified for the 

Upper Age Group Winter Yorkshire Swimming Championships 

2022, competing at County Level against other swimmers 

across Yorkshire. Jacob achieved his personal best in the 50m 

Breaststroke and Joseph achieved his personal best or beat the 

club record in ten different events! We are incredibly proud of 

them both and of their achievements!

In Upper School, we take immense pride in the achievements 

of our pupils and the amount of talent which they have. Whilst 

Academic success is important, equally, we must recognise the 

‘Great Merit and Great Character’ displayed on a weekly basis by 

pupils in all areas of life. 

Please do continue to share with us your amazing achievements 

both within school and outside of school—they really are 

inspiring to all members of the community!

Miss Hull 
Head of Upper School
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I hope you have all had a restful half term and are looking forward to 
the half term ahead. The next half term is a very busy time for the Sixth 

Form as we look forward to a number of important events including the Sixth Form 
Open Evening, Year 11 Subject Taster Day, Charity Week and Year 13 mock exams. 

The first of these important events is the Sixth Form Open Evening scheduled for Thursday 17th November. Sixth Form Open 

Evening is an excellent opportunity for students and their families to learn more about A-level and BTEC study, Sixth Form 

subject options and the enrichment opportunities that the Sixth Form offers. 

Deciding upon the path that students will take post-Year 11 can cause anxiety for both students and their families and it is 

important that students are able to make informed choices. It is for this reason that I would encourage all students and families 

to attend the Sixth Form Open Evening. Even if a student is confident that they wish to pursue an apprenticeship or their 

education at an alternative establishment, attending our Open Evening is incredibly beneficial as it offers students and families 

the opportunity to compare the opportunities on offer to them. 

Our Sixth Form offers academic excellence, as evidenced by the superb results secured by our students this summer. An 

incredible 53% of all grades achieved were grade A/A* and 76% of all grades were graded B or above. We anticipate that these 

results will put us within the top 10% providers nationally and are testament to the care and attention that our Sixth Form 

students receive from our staff and community. In addition, the Sixth Form offers students personalised advice and support 

that ensures that they are fully prepared for life beyond Sixth Form.

I look forward to meeting you at the Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 17th November and discussing the varied 

opportunities we offer. 

Miss K Smith 

Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form

Miss Smith writes:
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Meet our Staff:
Over the next few weeks we will be getting to know the 
attendance team. The team work really hard to ensure 
attendance is as high as possible – we know school is the 
bets place for our pupils and it’s great when we see 100% 
attendance for our pupils.

This week we meet Mrs O’Brien

A fact you may not know about me:

I love dogs!

What makes me happy:

Spending time with my family.

What is your specialism:

I am the Attendance Officer at Woldgate and have had 

over 30 years’ experience working in office and school 

environments.

Favourite meal:

Can’t beat a Sunday roast dinner.

Current book I am reading:

Marian Keyes novel.

What I think is great about Woldgate:

It is a very friendly and caring place to work.

Favourite holiday destination:

Spain – Viva España.

What is the best part of your job:

 I enjoy being able to organise information efficiently so that things work smoothly.
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10 tips to stay safe online
Not sure what advice to give your child? Our pointers have got you covered.

1. Be careful about talking to people you don’t 

know and trust in real life – anyone can 

pretend to be a child online. If you do talk 

to people you don’t know, don’t give away 

personal information – such as what street 

you live on or where you go to school, or 

share your location with them. Say no to any 

requests they send you for images or videos of 

yourself, and stop talking to them

2. Set your profiles to private, to limit what others 

can see

3. Think carefully about what you share and with 

who. Once you’ve shared an image, you’ve 

no control over what the other person does with it. Remember, it’s illegal to take, share or view sexual images of 

under-18s, full stop

4. Be mindful of your digital footprint. What you post online now could come back to bite you later, like when applying 

for jobs, college or university

5. If you see something upsetting, or someone bullies you, tell an adult you trust. Report it too

6. When reading news online, ask yourself what the source is, when it was published, and whether it could be a hoax 

or made up. Read beyond the headline too

7. Remember, people try to make their lives look more exciting and interesting online. There’s a lot people can do with 

photo editing to make their photos look better. So don’t assume everything you see is a true-to-life representation

8. Watch out for hoaxes and scams, like messages you’re meant to forward on or that ask you for payment details or 

your password

9. Take any content that seems to glamourise gang lifestyles with a very large pinch of salt – it’s not as glamourous as 

it looks. Be wary of schemes promising easy cash for receiving and transferring money too, they’re almost definitely 

criminal activity

10. Watch out for loot boxes or other parts of games where you pay money to take a chance on getting a reward – you 

can get sucked into spending lots of money on them

Don’t feel confident starting a conversation with your child about what they’re up to online? Read this advice from the 

NSPCC: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety 
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Pre-Worn Uniform
We have teamed up with Age UK in Pocklington to make pre-worn school uniform available for parents. We ask that parents 

and carers take previously worn uniform to Age UK (Market Place, Pocklington), on the basis that is in good condition. 

Donated items must be clean, folded and placed in bags, clearly marked as ‘School Uniform’. Please do not include non-

school uniform items in the same bag, but donate these separately. Parents and carers wishing to purchase new uniform 

items may wish to visit Age UK to see if a pre-worn item is available.

Age UK Pocklington can be contacted as follows:

01759 305067

15 Market Place

Pocklington

York

YO42 2AS

Opening Times:

Monday to Saturday: 9am to 5pm

Sunday:   10am to 4pm
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Join our Governing body
Dear Parents, Guardians and family,

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College would like to recruit 4 new Governors to the school’s Governing Body. This 

is an excellent opportunity for willing volunteers to become actively involved with Woldgate School in all aspects of its 

development and performance.

The Governing Body has a vital role to play in driving up school and pupil performance and ensuring that resources are used 

effectively to give every child the best possible education. The Governing Body also makes decisions on matters such as 

performance targets, school policies, safeguarding and school plans. 

The Governing Body has oversight of the school’s budget, and has a responsibility to ensure the school delivers value 

for money for all aspects of school life. In addition to budgetary responsibilities the Governing Body, working with senior 

leaders in the school, are responsible for monitoring performance and where appropriate support and challenge decisions 

on policies and targets and ensure issues are followed through.

Governing boards are the key strategic decision makers and vision setters in the school, helping to set the school’s aims, 

values and driving standards. In outline the Governing Body have a strong focus on three core strategic functions:

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction.

2. Holding the head teacher and senior leadership to account for the educational and curriculum performance of the 

school and its pupils. 

3. Ensuring the safety and wellbeing of everyone in our school community. 

We are seeking to appoint 4 new Governors to help carry our ambitions forward over the coming years. If you would like to 

play an active part and volunteer as a School Governor then we would really like to hear from you. 

Please get in touch through email at: pjohn@woldgate.net

The Chair of Governors will get in touch with you to discuss further the role of volunteer Governor at Woldgate School. 
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This week’s image comes from the 1980s. This is a photograph of the 
school showing the main block at the front of the school, now called 

Great Givendale Block. The building maintains its original footprint and 
character, although there have been improvements and minor additions in 

the years since this photograph was taken.

Thank you to Liz Wellard who contacted us to point out that the tennis 
photograph from the last issue was not from the 1980s. Liz also was able 
to recognise Davina Brigham, Samantha Lockman, and Liz Henley from 

the photograph.

office@woldgate.net

ME M ORY L A N E
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 79,112

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
REWARD 
POINTS:

162,687VALUE 9,512

CHARACTER 13,030

Highest Rewarded Pupils

Year 7:  Artjoms Cuhnovs 

Year 8:  William Ewens 

Year 9:  Katie Greensted

Year 10:  Eve Donarski

Year 11:  Tomos Hastie

Year 12:  Jessica Dover

Year 13:  Abbie Eastwood

Highest Rewarded Forms

7LMD

8ASH

9RJO

10KDE

11MSM

1SJW

13SJB
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House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

30,729 39,042

35,155

34,24228,332

TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

54,575
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7: Bethany Lloyd

Year 8: Lola Thomas

Year 9: Astrid Church

Year 10: Chloe Delaney

Year 11: Georgia Stipetic

Year 12: Henry Foggin

Year 13: Benji Thrower 

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7: Kieron Berry

Year 8: Amelia Wilson Robertson

Year 9: Aidan Jackson

Year 10: Robyn Bannister

Year 11: Carla Firth

Year 12:  Abigail Hardcastle 

Year 13: Harry Cook

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Bethany Lloyd

Year 8:  Sophie Davies 

Year 9:  Alice Markham

Year 10: Chloe Delaney

Year 11 : Connor Godliman

Year 12: Imogen Bannister 

Year 13: Harvey Morrison

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs F McDonough

07980 702715

fmcdonough@woldgate.net

Year 10
Mrs S Clark

07790 987009

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 8
Mrs L Cavanagh

07790 987139

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Deputy Designated  
Safeguarding Lead
Mrs C Wright 

07790 987007 

cwright@woldgate.net
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